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and thank them for their great team 
spirit.∑ 

f 

HONORING WESTERN KENTUCKY 
NATIONAL MERIT SEMIFINALISTS 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I pay 
tribute and congratulate five seniors 
within the region of West Kentucky, 
who have been recognized as National 
Merit Semifinalists. Their recent na-
tional recognition has given Kentucky 
reason to be proud. 

The semifinalists are Mary 
Broadbent from Paducah Tilghman 
High School, Kyle Brockman from 
Heath High School, Sara Chen from 
Tilghman High School, Allison 
Crawford from Lone Oak High School, 
Callie Dowdy from Murray High 
School, Nicholas Ledgerwood from 
Heath High School, and Joseph Moore 
from Graves County High School. 
These students will go on to compete 
later this year for status as a National 
Merit Finalist and possible college 
scholarships. 

I hope that you will join me today in 
both recognizing and congratulating 
these five high school seniors in their 
academic achievement. Their dedica-
tion and academic excellence serves as 
an example and inspiration for stu-
dents throughout the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky. I wish them continued 
success throughout their academic ca-
reers.∑ 

f 

RETIREMENT OF KEN BUECHE 
FROM THE COLORADO MUNIC-
IPAL LEAGUE 

∑ Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I rise 
to note the retirement of a Colorado 
leader: Ken Bueche, executive director 
of the Colorado Municipal League. On 
September 30, Ken Bueche is retiring as 
executive director of the Colorado Mu-
nicipal League, a statewide association 
of 265 member cities and towns. 

Ken Bueche earned his undergraduate 
degree from Colorado State University 
and his J.D. and Masters in Public Ad-
ministration from the University of 
Colorado. In 1963, Ken came to CML as 
a law clerk and by 1974 rose to become 
the league’s executive director, a posi-
tion he has held now for more than 30 
years. 

He has been a long-time believer that 
local governments are closest to the 
people and often produce the best solu-
tions for local challenges. He has 
helped lead the way for Colorado mu-
nicipalities to streamline local tax col-
lections, shore up their pension funds 
for first responders, and in 1982 
launched a feasibility study that led, in 
1982, to the establishment of a self-in-
surance pool that saves tax dollars and 
provides affordable insurance for cities, 
towns and special districts. 

Ken was the first recipient of the Leo 
C. Riethmayer Public Administrator of 
the Year Award from the University of 
Colorado. He has served on the Board 
of Directors of the National League of 
Cities and is considered one of the 

deans of the State municipal league ex-
ecutive directors corps. 

Ken and his wife, Bernice, have five 
children and four grandchildren. Fi-
nally, after more than 30 years of dili-
gent service to the people of Colorado, 
touching virtually every one of their 
lives, he will be able to delve back into 
the joys of his family. 

I wish him all the best in his future, 
for he has given Colorado’s cities and 
towns his very best for over three dec-
ades. He has been lauded as ‘‘a quiet 
Colorado legend,’’ and he will be 
missed by all those who have worked 
alongside him.∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING PHELPS ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL AND ST. 
RAPHAEL THE ARCHANGEL 

∑ Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, today I 
rise to congratulate two outstanding 
Kentucky schools of distinction. 
Phelps Elementary School of Phelps 
and St. Raphael the Archangel of Lou-
isville are recipients of the 2005 
Schools of Distinction Award. This 
honor is presented nationally to 20 
schools, of kindergarten through 12th 
grade, which have demonstrated excep-
tional commitment to achievement 
and innovation in education. 

Phelps Elementary School and St. 
Raphael the Archangel were selected 
from more than 3,000 participating 
schools nationwide. Both schools were 
chosen as winners based on merit in 
each of 10 categories: overall academic 
achievement, literacy, science, mathe-
matics, teamwork, leadership, collabo-
ration, professional development, tech-
nical excellence and technical innova-
tion. Phelps Elementary School was 
recognized for outstanding science 
achievement while St. Raphael the 
Archangel was recognized for out-
standing professional development. 

For their efforts the two schools will 
each be rewarded with a $10,000 cash 
grant along with their school rep-
resentatives receiving an all-expense 
paid trip to Washington, DC, to partici-
pate in an awards ceremony. These two 
schools represent the best in edu-
cational excellence and innovation. It 
is truly an honor to commend Phelps 
Elementary School and St. Raphael the 
Archangel as two of the finest schools 
in the Commonwealth of Kentucky.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE DE-
FENSE BASE CLOSURE AND RE-
ALIGNMENT COMMISSION—PM 22 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I transmit herewith the report con-

taining the recommendations of the 
Defense Base Closure and Realignment 
Commission pursuant to sections 2903 
and 2914 of the Defense Base Closure 
and Realignment Act of 1990, Public 
Law 101–510, 104 Stat. 1810, as amended. 
That report includes changes ref-
erenced in errata sheets submitted to 
me by the Commission, including the 
enclosed errata sheets dated September 
8, September 9, September 12, and Sep-
tember 13, 2005. 

I note that I am in receipt of a letter 
from Chairman Principi, dated Sep-
tember 8, 2005, regarding a district 
court injunction then in effect relating 
to the Bradley International Airport 
Air Guard Station in Windsor Locks, 
Connecticut. Chairman Principi’s let-
ter states that, as a result of that in-
junction, ‘‘you should consider the por-
tion of Recommendation 85 . . . that 
recommends realignment of the Con-
necticut 103rd Fighter Wing withdrawn 
from the Commission’s report.’’ The 
Chairman’s letter further states that 
‘‘[i]f the court’s injunction is later va-
cated, reversed, stayed, or otherwise 
withdrawn, it is the intent of the Com-
mission that the entirety of the rec-
ommendation be a part of the Commis-
sion’s report.’’ On September 9, 2005, 
the United States Court of Appeals for 
the Second Circuit granted a stay of 
the district court’s injunction. Because 
the injunction is no longer in effect, 
Recommendation 85 in its entirety is 
part of the Commission’s report. 

I certify that I approve all the rec-
ommendations contained in the Com-
mission’s report. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 15, 2005. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 2:58 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 276. An act to revise the boundary of the 
Wind Cave National Park in the State of 
South Dakota. 

At 4:40 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3768. An act to provide emergency tax 
relief for persons affected by Hurricane 
Katrina. 
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